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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 7-9, and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Goldberg, US 6,526,158. 

Regarding claim 1 , Goldberg discloses an image delivery system for delivering 
an object moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the object file) to a terminal 
communicably connected to said system through a communications network, said 
system comprising: 

(a) image storage means for storing a master moving-visual-image file (hereinafter 
called the master file), containing individual moving visual images of a plurality of 
users and previously obtained by videoing the plural users substantially 
continuously (Col. 20, lines 6-27); 

(b) link information management means for storing link information linking a plurality of 
parts of said master file, which is stored in said image storage means, with the 
respective users (Col. 18, lines 10-25); and 

(c) image delivery control means, responsive to the receipt of an object-file delivery 
request of one individual user from said terminal, for reading out a corresponding one of 
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the plural parts of said master file, in which part said one individual user appears, from 
said storage means, and delivering the read-out part of said master file to said terminal 
through the communications network as the object file (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Regarding claim 2, Goldberg discloses the image delivery system according to 
claim 1, further comprising (d) image editing control means, responsive to the receipt of 
an object-file editing and delivery request of one individual user from said terminal, for 
reading out a corresponding one of the plural parts of said master file, in which part said 
one individual user appears, based on said link information, from said storage means, 
editing the read-out part of said master file, and delivering the resulting part of said 
master file to said terminal as the edited object file (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Regarding claim 3, Goldberg discloses the image delivery system according to 
claim 2, further comprising (e) erasing control means for erasing the corresponding one 
of the plural parts of said master file stored in said image storage means, in which part 
said one individual user appears, after the edited object file has been delivered to said 
terminal (Col. 19, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claim 7, Goldberg discloses an image delivery method for delivering 
an object moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the object file) from a delivery 
source to a terminal communicably connected to the delivery source through a 
communications network, said method comprising the steps of: 
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(a) storing both a master moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the master file), 
which contains individual moving visual images of a plurality of users and was 
previously obtained by videoing the plural users substantially continuously (Col. 20, 
lines 6-27), and link information linking a plurality of parts of said master file with the 
respective users, into a storage device, which is a component of the delivery source or 
an external element communicably connected with the delivery source (Col. 18, lines 
10-25); and at the delivery source 

(b) upon receipt of an object-file delivery request of one individual user from said 
terminal, reading out a corresponding one of the plural parts of said master file, in which 
part said one individual user appears, from the storage device, and delivering the read- 
out part of said master file to said terminal through the communications network as the 
object file (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Regarding claim 8, Goldberg discloses the image delivery method according to 
claim 7, further comprising the steps of: at the delivery source 

(c) upon receipt of an object-file editing request of one individual user from said 
terminal, reading out a corresponding one of the plural parts of said master file, in which 
part said one individual user appears, from the storage device based on said link 
information, and editing the read-out part of said master file (Col. 19, lines 20-50); and 

(d) delivering the resulting part of said master file to said terminal as the edited object 
file (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 
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Regarding claim 9, Goldberg discloses the image delivery method according to 
claim 8, further comprising the step of: at the delivery source 
(e) erasing the corresponding one of the plural parts of said master file stored in said 
image storage means, in which part said one individual user appears, after the edited 
object file has been delivered to said terminal in said delivering step (d) (Col. 19, lines 
45-50). 

Regarding claim 16, Goldberg discloses a recording medium in which an image 
delivery program for delivering an object moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the 
object file) from a delivery source to a terminal communicably connected to the delivery 
source through a communications network is recorded, wherein said program instructs 
a computer at the delivery source to execute the steps of: 

(a) storing both (i) a master moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the master file), 
which contains moving visual images of a plurality of users and was previously obtained 
by videoing the plural users substantially continuously, into a storage device, which is a 
component of the delivery source or an external element communicably connected with 
the delivery source, said master file being composed of a plurality of parts in which the 
respective users appear(Col. 20, lines 6-27), and (ii) link information linking the plural 
parts with the respective users (Col. 18, lines 10-25); and (b) upon receipt of an object- 
file delivery request of a user from said terminal, (b1 ) reading out a corresponding one 
of the plural parts of said master file, in which part the last-named user appears, from 
the storage device based on said link information stored in the storage device, and (b2) 
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delivering the read-out corresponding one part of said master file to said terminal as the 
requested object file (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Regarding claim 17, Goldberg discloses the recording medium according to claim 

16, wherein said program instructs the computer at the delivery source to execute the 
following added steps of: 

(c) upon receipt of an object-file editing request of one individual user from 
said terminal, (d ) reading out a corresponding one of the plural parts of said 
master file, in which part said one individual user appears, from the storage 
device based on said link information, and (c2) editing the read-out part of 
said master file (Col. 1 9, lines 20-50); and (d) delivering the resulting part of said 
master file to said terminal as the edited object file (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Regarding claim 18, Goldberg discloses the recording medium according to claim 

17, wherein said program instructs the computer at the delivery source to further 
execute the step of (e) erasing the corresponding one of the plural parts of said master 
file stored in said image storage means, in which part said one individual user appears, 
after the edited object file has been delivered to said terminal (Col. 19, lines 45-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-6, 10-12, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goldberg in view of Belknap et al., US 6,763,377. 

Regarding claim 4, Goldberg discloses the image delivery system according to 
claim 1. 

Goldberg fails to disclose image delivery control means controls an image 
delivering rate in terms of the number of image frames per second in accordance with a 
condition of connection of said terminal with the communications network. 

In an analogous art, Belknap teaches image delivery control means controls an 
image delivering rate in terms of the number of image frames per second in accordance 
with a condition of connection of said terminal with the communications network (Col. 
27, lines 5-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Goldberg's system to include control the image rate in accordance to a condition of 
connection, as taught by Belknap. The motivation would have been to give the users the 
best video quality available for their connection. 

Claims 5-6, 10-12, and 19-21 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 4. 

5. Claims 13-15 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goldberg in view of Goode et al., US 6,684,400. 
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Regarding claim 13, Goldberg discloses an image delivery method for delivering 
an object moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the object file) from a server to a 
client communicably connected to the server through a communications network, said 
method comprising the steps: at the server 

(b) rendering the client to display, on the display screen of the client, one or more 
master moving-visual-image files (each hereinafter called the master file) linked with the 
last-named user identified by the input user identification information, each master file 
containing individual moving visual images of a plurality of users including said last- 
named user and being previously obtained by videoing the plural users substantially 
continuously and stored in a storage device, which is a component of the server or an 
external element communicably connected with the server (Col. 18, lines 10-25, Col. 19, 
lines 20-50); and 

(c) upon receipt of an object-file delivery request, of said last-named user from the 
client, (d ) reading out a corresponding one of the plural parts of said particular one 
master file, in which part said last-named user appears, from the storage device based 
on time codes representing a location or a set of locations of said corresponding part of 
said particular one master file and stored in the storage device, and (c2) rendering the 
client to display the read-out part of said particular one master file on the display screen 
of the client as the object file (Col. 9, lines 5-15, Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Although Goldberg teaches human input (Col. 4, lines 24-44), Goldberg fails to 
specifically teach (a) rendering the client to display, on a display screen of the client, a 
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message asking a user to input user identification information and having the titles of 
the videos shown on the screen. 

In an analogous art, Goode teaches rendering a message asking the user to 
input identification information and listing the titles of the videos on the screen (figure 6 
and 9, Col. 9, lines 27-37, Col. 10, lines 35-57). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Goldberg's method to include asking the user to input identification information and 
showing the user the titles of the videos. The motivation would have been to have a 
secure method, where only the user with a personal code can retrieve the videos and 
also having a user friendly method that shows the titles for easy identification of the 
videos. 

Claim 22 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 13. 

Regarding claim 14, Goldberg discloses an image delivery method for delivering 
an object moving-visual-image file (hereinafter called the object file) from a server to a 
client communicably connected to the server through a communications network, said 
method comprising the steps of: at the server 

(b) rendering the client to display, on the display screen of the client, one or more 
master moving-visual-image files (each herein after called the master file) linked with 
the last-named user identified by the input user identification information, each master 
file containing individual moving visual images of a plurality of users including said last- 
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named user and being previously obtained by videoing the plural users substantially 
continuously, each said master file being composed of a plurality of parts in which the 
plural users respectively appear and being stored in a storage device, which is a 
component of the server or an external element communicably connected with the 
server, and (ii) a plurality of predetermined editing ways for designation and selection by 
said last-named user (Col. 18, lines 10-25, Col. 19, lines 20-50, Col. 20, lines 6-27); 
(c) upon receipt of an object-file editing and delivery request, which designates one of 
the plural master files and selects a desired one of the plural predetermined editing 
ways, of said last-named user from the client, (c1) reading out a corresponding one of 
the plural parts of said particular one master file, in which part said last-named user 
appears, from the storage device based on time codes representing a location or a set 
of locations of said corresponding part of said particular one master file, (c2) editing the 
read-out corresponding part of said particular one master file in the selected editing 
way, and (c3) rendering the client to display the resulting part of said particular one 
master file on the display screen of the client as the edited object file (Col. 9, lines 5-1 5, 
Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Although Goldberg teaches human input (Col. 4, lines 24-44), Goldberg fails to 
specifically teach (a) rendering the client to display, on a display screen of the client, a 
message asking a user to input user identification information and having the titles of 
the videos shown on the screen. 
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In an analogous art, Goode teaches rendering a message asking the user to 
input identification information and listing the titles of the videos on the screen (figure 6 
and 9, Col. 9, lines 27-37, Col. 10, lines 35-57). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Goldberg's method to include asking the user to input identification information and 
showing the user the titles of the videos. The motivation would have been to have a 
secure method, where only the user with a personal code can retrieve the videos and 
also having a user friendly method that shows the titles for easy identification of the 
videos. 

Claim 23 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 14. 

Regarding claim 15, Goldberg and Goode disclose the image delivery method 
according to claim 14, further comprising the steps of: at the server 
(d) rendering the client to display, on the display screen of the client, a message asking 
the user if the resulting moving visual image of the edited object file is approved by the 
user; and (e) upon receipt of the approval of the edited object file from the client, 
downloading the edited object file to the client (Col. 19, lines 20-50). 

Claim 24 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 15. 
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